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The penthouse windows are 18 feet tall in this two-story corner laft, which boasts 26-foot cellings.

Layers of life

As Meier ¢ Frank’s warehouse becomes The Avenue lofts,
it’s easy to see the building’s past in its concrete structure
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he cormer of Monhwest 14th
Avenue and Hoyt Street is a
seihen-story archacology site,
The cardies strata were laid
i B492E as the Meer & Frank
warchowse., And next suwm-
T, U mewest layer will be

atlded: The Avenue bofts.
The building's route from
storing bedding. clothes and china to
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four eras

Asiute motorisis passing by the mas
sive building on Interstate 405 no doube
have noticed  the
changes. They began in 2002 when the

mosl  dramati

ereamy colored concrete suddenly was
partly painted in charcoal gray, Then,
three months HEL TS all the windows were
removed and the building's windowless
upper south face suwddenly showed
crvormoais, 18-foot-high holes. Soon it
will b painied cream agaim

et nhwe real sctbon is insice, whene de
veloper Robert Ball with Sera Architects,
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Howard 5 Wright Consirucikon has

Consulung  Engineers  and
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what is arguably the boldest ar a
least, the most sturdy — of the many
neew Pear] District 1odts,

BRest Knoswm as Lhe key sponsor of Bis
yir s laided Bablon imitsneve o clange
Portland's system of government, Ball s
becoming one of the city’s most adven
tuwrous redevelopers of historic proper
tkes. He bast did ihe Marshall Wiells Lodis,
a 1910 railroad warehouse desipmed by

Hoaso soe LOFTS,

The Méker & Frank waréhouse was
designed by Frederick Fritsch,
architect of the Masonic Temple.
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